SENT BY:, HOWISON*, & ARMO; 



972 479 0464 



I SEP-28-04 1:09; 



PAGE 8/11 



2 

In the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior listings and versions, of claims in the ai^licatidiL 

1. (Previously Presented) A method Ibr utiliaaog a product code having product 
infomoation contained therein for interfacing a user node to a remote node over a network, coflii^xking 
the steps of: 

extractiDg the pro^ct infonnatioii from the product code at the user node, which product 
5 code is disposed on or in close associsstion with an associated product; 
in response to the step of extracting: 

ftgH emMmg a message padcet containing the product information; 

transmitting the message packet to an intermediate node on the network; 

receiving &om the intermediate node on the network instructional code that instructs the 
user node to connect to one of the remote nodes on the netwoik that has de^ed assodati<m with the 
1 1 extracted product information defmed at the inteimediate node; and 

connecting the ush- node to the one of the remote nodes in accordance with the received 
instructional code such that connection to the remote location is controlled fay the intermediate node 
through the instructional code, T^icrein s31 connections to desn-ed locations are controlled oinly by the 
intermediate node and not by any actions at the user node othisr than the operation of extracting, and 
wherein actions at the user node do not prevmt connection or effect connccticHi to the remote location. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the product code comprises machine 
readable code. 

3. (Original The method of Claim 2 wbmki the step of extracting conqirises scaimiiig the 
machine readable code to extract the product code in&rmation therefrom. 

4. (Original) ThemethDdofClaim2, wherein the machine readable code c<Mnprises a bar c^ 
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5. (Origmal) The method of Claim 4, whereia the bar code rc pi ra e ut s a UPC. 

6. (Original) The method of Claim 4, wherein the bar code re}ffescnts an ISBN nt2tii£icr. 

7. (OnginaQ The method of Claim 4, herein the bar code represents an BAN n 

8 . (Previously Presented) The method of Claim 1 , and £irth^ con^sdsing the step of iixttfi^iaicin^ 
with the network utilizing network routing informatioti embedded with the instructional cod&. 

9. (Previously Presented) Themethodof Claim 1, wherein the step of transioitting the in^sagie 
packet conqirises the steps of 

transmitting the miess^e packet containifig the product information to the interic^diate 
node on the network; 

5 coii9>aTiDg the product information with an assocmtive database having stot^ therein 

associations with apiurahty of product information and associated routing information and detenxdning 
if there is a match; 

if there is a niatch, retunung instnicdonal code enobedded with the routing in^ 
to the location at which the product infomiatton was extracted for assembfy into the message packet. 
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